Script for slide show

1. What is CTR?  Competitive Trail Riding is a paced, timed and scored distance riding sport- the emphasis is on horsemanship, riding your horse within its capabilities according to terrain, fitness and breed and doing it with the safety comfort and welfare of horse and rider. 
This is not a distance riding sport where speed is the ultimate goal.
 Rider and horse combination are scored based on three criteria 
1. The time nominated and completed to finish a set distance
2.Veterinary scores on the horses condition and fitness as judged by Vets throughout the ride
 3. Horsemanship of the rider as judged and scored by qualified horsemanship judges throughout the ride
Distances are offered in five divisions which cater for all breeds of horses from a distance of 5kms to 80kms in one day, or over multiple days of competition
2. What is DRASA?  Distance Riding Association of South Africa is the body that offers CTR in South Africa. We have clubs offering CTR around South Africa and they have formed Provincial Associations who are part of the controlling Council within the DRASA National Executive. A member may join the DRASA affiliated Clubs who then offer DRASA clinics and rides within their Province.
3. Events and membership
There are several divisions to choose from:

Foothills Division: the purpose of this division is to enable people to get young, green, un backed horses used to camping, travelling, vetting and experiencing ride venues and trails in a safe, non-pressured environment. This is the ideal way to introduce your future distance horse to rides. These young horses may be lead in hand or from a mounted horse. 
Koppie Division: the purpose of this division is to offer novice riders or differently disabled riders the opportunity to participate in distance riding with assistance. Assistance may be in the form of an in hand walker and assistance walkers or a mounted horse leading a mounted rider.
Pleasure: 
All horses of age 4 and above that have a proof of vaccinations may enter for the Pleasure level. The aim of this division is to introduce the horse and rider to the sport and to concentrate on horsemanship and horse fitness and welfare concerns. The combination must complete 3 rides without any elimination before they may advance to the next division. The distance in this division is limited to maximum 20kms in total per day to accommodate different horse breeds and family participation
Trail: 
All horses age 5 and above who have fulfilled the pleasure division criteria, OR if the rider can provide proof of the horse having completed one 40km (proof of logbook). The distance in this level is limited to maximum 40kms per day in total to accommodate different horse breeds and families.
Summit: 
All horses age 5 and above who have fulfilled the Trail division criteria, OR if the rider can provide proof of the horse having completed one 80km (proof of logbook) and one(1) DRASA Trail Division ride of up to 40kms.. The distance in this level is limited to maximum 80kms per day in total to accommodate different horse breeds and families.

· Register use website www.drasa.org.za
· Clinic – no membership of club, DRASA needed
· Single Event membership – Ride with only day rider fee in Pleasure Division Only
· Upgrade and Renew – for scores to count full membership, bib, chip, move up divisions
· Enter Event on website


4. Event procedure
Friday
· arrive, register, camp set up
· 4pm to 6pm – vetting 
· Horsemanship judging
· Ride briefing
· Nominate speeds with time keeper
· Socialize
Saturday
· Depending on light and division/distance riders are set off between 6am and 8 am
· Out on the trail – “obstacle” judging, photographers, pace, arrows, water points, courtesy
· Return leg 1- time card, cool down,20 minutes to get to vet, vetting and 30 minutes rest period
· Out on Leg 2 – repeat above
· Return leg 2 – time card, vetting
· “stable/camp” inspection
· Final Horsemanship judging within an hour
· Prize giving
· Vet release form


5. Homework
· Everyone has one strong scoring division – are you good at the pacing aspect or horsemanship or veterinary? Practise that which you don’t get good scores in at home. 
· Groundwork for the horse 
· riding skills – lessons, dressage, schooling, aids, balance and strength
· Vetting- trot outs, fitness, pace ,vet inspections (mouth, pulse, gut sounds)
· Horsemanship – stand to mount, mounting blocks, dismount, tack, circles, aids, lessons, groundwork, diagonals, canter aids, obstacle practise 
· Time – gps, phone app, inspect course, know horses speeds at walk, trot canter and factor in time for water points, obstacles, etc. 
· Use all Resources on website and fb page – concentrate on some things more than others to start- vetting and fitness is paramount, tack fit is paramount, nutrition once training, then start polishing your weak points over time. Don’t be impatient and don’t give up. When working with horses a good horseman works on his own skills at the horses pace. You will be surprised how your scores and horsemanship improves over a short time just be reading, concentrating and trying

6. Mentorship and information
· Website
· Facebook group
· Clubs
· Do a clinic first as you get hands on training and assistance 

7. Awards and Nationals
· 17.1. Ride Awards
Top Vet Points per Division for Junior and Open Riders
Top Time Points per Division for Junior and Open rider
Top Horsemanship Points per Division for Junior and Open Rider
Top Overall Points per Division for Junior and Open Rider
Ride Management may also award top scores (out of 300) or Top Vet (out of 100), Time (out of 100) and Horsemanship (out of 100) Scores per Distance at their discretion. These do not count towards Annual awards or Qualifications and are not official awards
Winning Team based on overall Points (best 3 Points of 4 man team)
17.2. Year End Awards
The DRASA Competitive year concludes with the National Championships over 3 days .
Winner of Vet Points per Division for Junior and Open Riders for the competitive year
Winner of Time Points per Divisions for Junior and Open rider for the competitive year
Winner of Horsemanship Points per Division for junior and Open Rider for the competitive year 
Winner of Overall Points per Division for Junior and Open Rider for the competitive year 
Awards are calculated by using the 4 days best Points for the competitive year -1 multiday and 2 single day rides. A rider can therefore only come into contention for a year-end award if they have met the criteria of having ridden 3 complete events  of which 1 is a multi-day. 
Top Horse and Rider combination kilometers award
Breed awards may be presented
Highpoint Award for horse/rider combination with highest Points of all divisions amongst all age groups for the competitive year
Decade Team awards for all horse/rider combinations competing at least one event per year for ten years

17.3. National Championships
The National Championships will be held mid-year 
Provincial Teams of minimum 3 horse/rider combinations will be chosen before Nationals of the year based on the Selection Criteria as set down in the PROVINCIAL DISCIPLINE COLOUR SELECTION CRITERIA.
To qualify for participation in the National Championships:
Horse and Rider combination must successfully complete a minimum of 3 rides (one of which must be a multi-day Ride) in the Division/Age Group they wish to enter at the Championships in the competitive year ending 1 month before the Nationals. The Rider and Horse combination must complete 2 single day rides and a 2 day multiday ride where 1 day is at the highest division distance and one day may be at a lesser distance. 
Example :  To qualify to enter any Trail Division rides at Nationals : the combination must have successfully completed 2 Trail single day ride plus 1 multi day ride where one day must be in the Trail Division and the other day could be in another division.
The reason for this multi day combination qualification is because Nationals are a 3 day  Multi-Day Ride and riders must be proficient in safely and successfully getting horse through the multi day rides before attempting Nationals
[bookmark: _GoBack]
